SHAKESPEARE FOLIOS, by Mr. Sidney Lee. 
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ENTERED AT STATIONER’S HALL. 





SOME COTGREAVE LIBRARY AIDS. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS. 


THE INDICATOR. 


“‘ Library Construction, Architecture, Fittings, and Furniture.” 
By F. J. Buraoyne. 1897. 
“The Cotgreave Indicator is. that in use in the majority of the British 
Free Libraries.” 


“* The Free Library : Its History and Present Condition.” By J. J. 
Oate. 1897. 
“The Recording Indicator is almost certainly the invention of Mr. A. 


Cotgreave (Public Libraries, West Ham, London, E.,) and is that most largely 
used.”* 


‘*THE SCOTSMAN.’’ 


* All the London Free Public Libraries (except one or two which do not use 
indicators), have adopted the Cotgreave System, which has been found to 
work well.”+ 

N.B.—See also “ Greater London,” by E. Walford, M.A., F.8.A. (page 360); ‘Methods 
of Social Reform,” by Prof. W. Stanley evons, M.A., F.R,S., LL.D.; “ Public Libraries,” by 
T. Greenwood, F.R.G.8.; &c., &c. 


_ ._ *As a matter of fact it will be found in about nine-tenths of the Libraries using 
indicators. Over 300 Institutions are now using it. 


+ Sixty-two Public Libraries in London and the Metropolitan area are using it, 


MAGAZINE RACKS. 
“FREE Posiic LIBRARY, WANDSWORTH. 

‘the Cotgreave Magazine Rack has been in use in the news-room here since 
the opening of the Library. I can unhesitatingly speak of its va)re, for it 
greatly tends to keep the tables tidy. Being so compact it takes up little room, 
and a reader can see at a glance the periodical he wishes to read. * 

C. T. DAVIS, Secretary and Librarian.” 


* The Cotgreave Racks are in use at some 50 Libraries and Literary Institutions, from 
which similar testimonials have been received. 


THE CONTENTS-SUBJECT INDEX, 
TO GENERAL AND PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 
Price to Subscribers, 7s. 6d. 
(500 copies have already been subscribed for.—See List). 
‘*DAILY NEWS.’’ 
‘A ‘Contents-Subject Index to General and Periodical Literature ’ would, 
tproperly done, be a great time-saving machine. Such a work is being 
undertaken by Mr. A. Cotgreave. The first part, »hich is now before us, is 
distinctly promising. It will be helpful to many students and readers.” 


‘DUBLIN REVIEW.” 


“The Editor of the ‘DuBLIN REVIEW’ (Canon Moyes), desires me to thank 
you for the specimen of the ‘Contents-Subject Index,’ and to say that he has 
formed a high opinion of it, in fact he has already found it useful.” 

T. W. HUNTER, Librarian, Archbishop’s House, Westminster.” 

Similar expressions of opinion have been received from a large number of 
leading journals, and from many well known English and American Librarians, 


N.B—The Contents-Subject Index will be supplied to all Library Assistants at a 
reduced price. if applied for before publication 


Full particulars of the above and also of other Library Aids sent upon application. 











The Library Assistant: 


The Official Organ of the Library Assistants’ Association. 
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THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
FounDEeD 1895. Fount Session. YeEArR 1898-9. 


Members are requested to carefully read the annownwements 
appearing on this page, as no further intimation of meetings and 
other arrangements will be sent out, 


A MEMORABLE AFTERNOON AT WANDSWORTH. 

‘** Come to the Wandsworth Library one day in the summet 
when the flowers are in blossom and the trees are green, come 
and have tea with me on the lawn. We will be practical if you 
like, and see how they make paper at the mills, but after 
tea there will be on view some early editions of Shakespeare and 
some books such as he may have used and handled, and we will 
have a chat about them.” Such was the invitation of Mr. Cecil 
T. Davis, and right royally did he carry out the programme. 

The first part of the afternoon was spent in an inspection cf 
Messrs. McMurray’s Royal paper mills, where, under the skilled 
guidance of Mr. Bailey, the secretary, and of Mr. Patterson, the 
various processes of manufacture from the initial to the final 
stages were explained in the kindliest way. One remark was 
made and much appreciated by those present that the girls sort- 
ing the paper could give the library assistants a valuable lesson in 
speed and accuracy when examining the books returned by 
borrowers. After asuitable acknowledgment of our appreciation, 
a move was made back to the library on West Hill, where on the 
pleasant lawn, beneath the shady trees, Mr. and Mrs. Davis 
entertained some 70 members and friends to tea. After a most 
successful phoiograph had been taken by Mr. Ward, * the 
meeting adjourned to the office where was on view a valuable 
collection of carly Shakespeares, and of scarce works of the 
Shakespearian age, kindly loaned for the occasion by Mr. W. G 
Lacy. Among the books were the first folio of Shakespeare 
‘Printed by Isaac Jaggard and Ed. blount” (1623), the 
second (1632), the third (1663), and the fourth (1685), the 
first quarto, ‘The Midsummer Night’s Dreame’’ (1600), the 
*« Poeins ’”’ (1640) the “* King Lear” of 1681, the ‘“* Macbeth ’”’ 
of 1687 and other first quarto editions of the bard of Avon. Alone 
these were more than enough to make the meeting notable, but 
the great Coverdale Bibles of 1535, 1537, and 1539, the first 

~ *Copies of this photograph 12 by l0inches may be bad on application 
to the Secretary, price ls, 64. 
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* Douay ”’ Bible, the Prayer Book of Mdward VI., other early 
prayer books, and the first edition of Foxe’s ‘ Actes and 
Monuments ” were an added attraction, as were also the two 
portly volumes of ‘‘ Shakespere’s store house,” Hollinshed’s 
‘‘ Chronicles ” (1577), and the charming first editions of Sir P. 
Sidney (1590), Edmund Spenser (1590), M. Drayton (1613), and 
Ben Jonson (1616). One could not fail to be struck by the 
sumptuousness of the binding and the spotless condition of the 
works laid out for our inspection. Books in form such as 
Shakespeare handled they were indeed, and so far as some of them 
went such as were chained up in churches for our earliest parochial, 
libraries. Mr. Sidney Lee had kindly promised to be present 
and to describe these rare treasures, but owing to illness sent 
instead the most interesting letter which is printed elsewhere. 
Mr. Devis stepped into the breach, and gave an instructive address 
on the books exhibited. 

On the motion of Mr. Ward, seconded by Mr. Denton, a 
hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Davis and Mr. Lacy, 
and to Mr. and Mrs. Davis for their hospitality. Mr. Frederick 
Rogers, Vice-President of the Elizabethan Literary Society, 
Toynbee Hall, supported this vote, giving an interesting account 
of Mr. Sidney Lee’s work, and enlarging on the value of such 
occasional gatherings to inspect the valued literary treasures of 
England in their original form. 

In replying, Mr. Davis expressed his great pleasure in 
seeing the L.A.A. again, in being able by the kindness of a friend 
to bring before them so interesting a collection of books, and in 
extending a cordial invitation to those present to look round the 
library before leaving. The weather was fine during the after- 
noon, but we regret to hear that some were caught in the showers 
on their way home. We were pleased to see such a goodly 
number of our members present. 


A REQUEST. 

Mr. Cecil T. Davis is preparing materials for a bibliography 
of Capt. Marryat and will be indebted for notes of any early 
editions, or for title pages and illustrative matter from worn out 
and discarded copies. 

He will also be glad to receive notes of any references to 
Wandsworth in works of fiction. 


ANNUAL MEETING, 


The Fourth Annual Meeting was held at 8 p.m., on Wednes- 
day, July 19th, at 20, Hanover Square. The attendance was not 
so good as last year, but was very fair. 

After the reading of the minutes, on the motion of the Hon. 
Sec., Mr. W. G. Chambers, treasurer, Messrs. Harris and 
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Roebuck, auditors, and Mr. Young were appointed scrutincers of 
the ballot, and the voting papers were delivered to them, sealed 
as received. The adoption of the report and balance-shcet was 
then moved by the Chairman, who coupled with it a hearty vote 
of thanks to the former Chairman, Mr. F. M. Roberts, who had 
written regretting his absence from the meeting, 

The adoption and vote of thanks was seconded by Mr. 
McDouall, and it was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Soper then moved, according to notice :—‘‘ That this 
meeting desires to thank the L.A. for its continuous provision of 
educational classes for those engaged in libraries in and near the 
county of London, and would respectfully suggest that the clains 
of library assistants to a participation in the benefits of any scheme 
of education for civil service and municipal officers which may be 
established out of county funds be continuously wrged upon the 
Technical Education Board with a view to placing the classes upon 
«a firm financial basis, and making them of a definite and permanent 
character,” pointing out that the whole matter of technological 
education for civil service, municipal, and other clerks was 
dealt with in the recently published report on ‘Commercial 
iiducation ”’ issued by the Technical Education Board, and urging 
that the financial assistance of the county funds was necessary 
to carry on the pioneer work of the L.A., even as it was to carry 
on the educational work of another Royal Society—the Royal 
Botanic. Continuing, Mr. Soper said that the L.A. had country 
members as well as London ones, and he doubted if it was 
justified in spending money on classes for London alone except as 
pioneer work. 

Mr. Dyer, on behalf of a country member, seconded the 
resolution, pointing out that the recent pass list showed how 
much the J.A.A. was interested in thanking the L.A., and how 
32 passes and commendations out of the 40 thereon were 
accredited to 22 members of the L.A.A., while the eight others 
were accredited to six non-members : and considering that as the 
L.A.A. did not count as members more than one-fifth of the 
assistants in and around London, this proportion of success was 
more than sufficient to justify a vote of thanks. With regard to 
the Technical Education Board, he felt that the claims of the 
ofiicers of those growing educational institutes—libraries—to 
a share in the national provision for official education should 
never be lost sight of, and should be continuously urged so that 
the limited funds of the L.A. could be supplemented and classes 
started in other centres than London. 

Mr. Chambers moved that all words after ‘‘ desires ”’ in line 
two be omitted, and that the following words be inserted in place 
thereof :— the comiiiitee to continue to urge upair the Technical 
Kducaiion Board the necessity of establishing classes in Library 
economy.’ He urged that the Education Committee of the 
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Dyer replied, pointing out how greatly he had been helped by 
Mr. Hogg to whom all credit for the development of the Branches 
was due, and by the work of Mr. Ward who had engineered that 
treat success the dinner, and had done all the work of the 
iintertainment Committee out of the profits of that success, anc 
moved a vote of thanks to Messrs. Hogg and Ward, coupling 
with their names those of Mr. Carter, who was quietly and 
unostentatiously building up a valuable professional library, and 
of Mr. Gordon whose enthusiasm had aroused the N.W. Mr. 
MeDougall seconded, and the vote was carried unanimously. 
Myr. Hogg having replied, Mr. Vellenoweth then moved and Mr. 
Young seconded a vote of thanks to the retiring Committee, to 
which Mr. Ward replied. 

Mr. Soper, seconded by Mr. Bursill, then moved a vote ol 
thanks to the Library Association and to Mr. MacAlister for their 
continued kindness in permitting the use of the room for the 
ineeting, which was carried unanimously. 

The result of the * ballot for the election of the Committec 
was as follows and those members whose names are printed in 

he left hand columns were declared to have been duly 
‘lected :— 
London Comnvitte 


I, FE. Ho g (Batters i o. oo H.T. Soper (St he Newington). 
E. G. Rees (Westminster) ae G. E. Roebuck (St. George, E.)... 4 
\. Denton (Chelsea) see 32 R. F. Bullen (eplar) .. Ht 


W. B. McDouall (/lammersmith) 81 
t. B.Wood (St. George’s, Llanover 
Syuare) ee . . 


A. IL. Carter (St. Martin's) .... 7 
J. W. Brown (Shoreditch) aoe 
W. B. Thorne (S¢. Jtride) ws ma 
W.d > Vellenoweth (inet) ... 65 | 
1. T. Ward (Cripplegate) ae ae 
Non-London Committe 
i’. D. Gordon (Mudics’, Manches- G. TY. Amos (@rendley) .. Ig 
ter) see _ are oe OO 1. C. Suretees (Creyden) 17 
D. McDougall (West 77am) 8 . A, Watcher (a y fiown) 
Cunningham (Athenwum, Y. Radeliffe ( t Flam) 


Live rp ) aa wae oe 2) 
\. R. Corns (Suuth Shields) ... 79 
‘ 


J.C. Ewineg (Witch Glasguw) e 
gt. irwin (ua ester) ... es sl 
A. E. Tilling (&risto/) 71 
kK. B. Young ( Leyton) 67 
A. Hair (Zynemouth) «.. 66 
W. Crockford (Richmond) ... 51 
The business of the meeting terminated with the usual 
announcements, and with a cordial vote of thanks to the 


Chairman for having presided. 


NOTE.--142 ballot papers were issued, 107 of which were used, but two 
ere found to have been spoilt, and were disallowed by the scrutinee 
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L.A.A.—N.W. BRANCH: JULY M&ETING, 

The usual monthly meeting was held on July 8th at Bootle 
The attendance was somewhat less than was expected, but the 
absentees missed a very enjoyable meeting. The party was 
received by Mr. Ogle and conducted by him over the Museum, 
wheie he gave a most interesting and exhaustive account of the 
various departments. Tea was served in the committee room, 
and the kindness and hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Ogle will not 
readily be forgotten. During tea a welcome visitor, to wit, Mr. 
Madeley, of Warrington, appeared, and was accorded a hearty 
welcome. After tea every thing of note in the library was 
examined, and Mr. Ogle, ably seconded by Mr. Montgomery, 
carefully and patiently explained the methods of administration. 

Mr. J. H. Swann having taken the chair, the business of 
the meeting was proceeded with, but not before the chairman 
had expressed the feelings of the meeting in appreciation of thei: 
warm welcome. Mr. Madeley, on being asked to say a few words, 
said how glad he was to see assistants doing something to help 
themselves: he knew nothing more valuable than visits to 
libraries, for out of every hundred libraries ninety-nine ha’ 
differing methods of doing some particular duty, each of which 
was equally right and specially suited to the needs of a special 
district, end it was essential that young librarians should study 
all the different ways of work, and adopt or adapt those methods 
which they found best suited to the administration of the districts 
they eventually would have to supply ; one thing must, however, 
never be overlooked, security must never be risked, even though 
it cost additional labour. In conclusion, Mr. Madeley suggested 
that another branch of the L.A.A. should be formed in the N.W. 
with its headquarters at Liverpool, as the present area was too 
large, and invited the members to hold a meeting at Warrington 
Mr. Ogle regretted that as he had been away he had been unable 
to invite the assistants of Liverpool as he had intended, but 
hoped on a future occasion that a joint meeting of the two 
districts would be held at Bootle, as he was always pleased to do 
wnything he could for the assistants. 

The meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to Mi 
Ogle, who had so ably explained the working of the library to his 
visitors, to Mrs. Ogle, who had so ably seconded her husband in 
entertaining them, and to Mr. Madeley, who had come over to 
have a practical talk with them. 


AUGUST MEETING. 

This will be held at Openshaw, on August 30th, when the 
first two chapters of J. H. Quinn’s “ Manual of Cataloguing ” 
will be read and discussed. Members are advised to read the 
same beforehand, and to take notes of any difficulties, so that 
they may be adequately dealt with. 

The Chester visit has been postponed till next session, when 
Mr. Caddie hopes to give the members a hearty welcome 


— 


— 
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THE N.W. SUMMER SCHOOL, 1899. 


The third session was opened at the Manchester Town 
Hall on the morning of June 14th. Alderman Rawson occupied 
the chair, and was supported by Alderman J. W. Southern (chair- 
man of the Manchester Public Libraries Committee) who, in 
extending to the students a cordial welcome to Manchester, 
expressed his sincere sympathy with the objects the organizers of 
the school had in view. The lectures as announced were delivered, 
and visits were paid to the Christie Library at the Owens College, 
the Lancashire Independent College, and the Branch Libraries 
of Manchester. At the close of the School on Friday afternoon 
(June 16th) the students were entertained to a tea in the 
Manchester Art Gallery by the Public Libraries Committee. 
The students’ thanks for the hospitality of the Library Committec 
wnd for the kindness of the lecturers and the Summer School 
Committee, were appropriately expressed by Mr. E. 8. Bird, of 
the John Rylands Library, Manchester, and Mr. Alfred Hair, of 
the Tynemouth Public Library (the first prize winners of 1897 
and 1898). 

Applications to attend the School were received from 33 
students, and the attendance averaged 27. The public libraries 
of Bootle, Derby, Douglas (Isle of Man), Belfast, Tynemouth, 
Wigan, Waterloo, Liverpool, and Leek, were represented as well 
28 Manchester and the libraries in its immediate neighbourhood. 
Copious notes were taken at each lecture, and the questions put 
to the lecturers showed that the interest of the students had been 
thoroughly aroused. 

This 1899 meeting has been in every way a distinct advance 
on its predecessors, and the increasing success of this useful 
institution cannot but afford gratification to those engaged in 
carrying iton. The names of the winners of the prizes for the 
best Reports will be announced in our September number. 


WOMEN IN LIBRARIANSHIP—A GOET APENS. 

Two months since were published in these columns careful 
and exact statements as to the numbers of women actually 
employed in libraries, and when it was announced that an 
International Conference or Congress of Women would devote a 
morning to the discussion of librarianship as a profession for 
women, it was hoped that a representative gathering of womeu 
who knew the work, its conditions and its emoluments, and 
could speak with the weighed words of experience, would discuss 
the subject. 

But the opportunity was lost. No one can seriously accept 
the libraries of the Royal Holloway and the Manchester (Ozford) 
Colleges as being alone representative of English libraries, 
however learned, erudite, and charming their librarians may be 
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No mecting of women to discuss librarianship from a pra 
point of view, can have the slightest claim to be repr 


which does not include one member at least from the Manche 
and the Bristol library staffs. But I have yet to learn that 


Sutton, of Manchester, who has 87 women assistan 
libraries he controls, or Mr. Matthews, of Bristol, who 
or Mr. Brown, of Clerkenwell, who has 4, or Mr. Ink 
Battersea, who also has 4, and who are each and all adv 
of the employment of women as librarians, and can sp 

a practical knowledge of the conditions, or any of their assi 
were invited to speak! Further, I have yet to learn that 


Lewtas, of Blackpool, Miss Proctor, of Widnes, or any ot 


woman practically acquainted with the actual condition 
public library work, was invited to speak,.though two ladi 
present interested in commercial pursuits, and one of \ 
publicly stated her fee for private pupils, addressed the m 
on the strength of experiences gained under specialised co! 
in & library now closed, and such as are not likely to be re} 
or ever to be of use to librarians (see p. 210, ante, for a desc 
f these). 

Space in these coluinns is too valuable to relate at k 
what occurred at the meeting, though we regret to have to 
that an honorary member of the 1..A.A., who is also a 
of the Education Committee of the L.A., who describ 


present assistants in libraries as deplorably educated, and invit 


the cultured college ladies to jthrust them from their p 
uneducated Icisure, quoted, as example of the easy victory 
lay before them, the result of the Bibliography Exam. last 


when students who had never been assistants easily passed, 


ussistants failed, while the remarkable success of library a 
in gaining 100 and 90 per cent. of the marks this y« 
innoted, though the result had been published in this 
three days before the mecting. 
Sir Walter Besant, writing of the Conference in 

newspaper, has said: ‘ In some of the papers there w 

sitation, if not concealment as to the facts,’’ and 1 
conference is held of the women workers of England, it 
hoped that librarianship will be discussed by those who 


onditions practically—and not only in part or in t 
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Dr. GARNETT AND LIBRARIANSHII 
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toy books are, the catalogues will be found to last much longer. 
In mounting, starch is to be recommended in preference to paste, 
and each sheet should be carefully rolled with a round ruler till 
all superfluous starch is pressed out, and then placed under a 
heavy weight till dry.” 


Appitions Lists.—Junior writes : “‘ In small libraries where 
the local paper cannot be prevailed upon to print these and the 
expense of printing is prohibitive, has anyone experimented with 
the typewriter and the waxed paper reproducer? The writer has 
recently typed two copies of a twenty-page list of additions, 
leaving a two-inch wide margin for finger marks, and the sale of 
copies of this has been suggested. Would anyone accustomed to 
the reproduction of typewriting say if cost would be more than 
covered by a sale of say 200 copies at 2d.?” 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


CarpirF.—Plans have been passed for branch libraries at 
Roath and Grangetown to cost £2,800 and £2,000 respectively. 

Ipswicnh.— A loan of £3,000 is to be raised for additions to 
the Library and Museum buildings. 

GioucEsTER.—The plans and elevation of the new Library 
and Technical Institute appeared in the ‘‘ Building News”’ of 
June 30th. 

LeEeps.—Stocks Hill, Armley, is to have a branch library to 
be erected at a cost of £5,000. 

LiverPoon.—The original MSS. of Felicia Heman’s poem, 
«The Forest Sanctuary,” has been presented to the library with 
two framed photographs of a contemporary bust. 

Marpstone.—The Victoria Memorial Library, which was 
built at a cost of £3,600, was opened on June 24th by the Lord 
Mayor of London. 

Prence.—-Sir John Blundell Maple recently opened the new 
premises of the library. 

WEsTON-SUPER-Mare.—Building operations are about to 
commence on the site which has been acquired for the library. 


£6,000 is to be spent. 


A WELL-DESERVED HONOUR FOR MR. PASSMORE 
EDWARDS. 


—Mr. Passmore Edwards was admitted to the honorary freedom 


of the Stationers’ Company on July 7th, and was chief guest at a 
Livery dinner that evening. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


FuercHer, Mr. G,, Assistant, Kendal, to be an Assistant 
Ashton-under- Lyne. 
Harris, Mr. W. J., Senior Assistant, Cripplegate and West 


City Library, to be Sub-librarian, Hornsey. 
SautttewortnH, Mr. H. A., Librarian of Rotherhithe 
Librarian of Acton. 


RESIGNATION. 


Mr. Cecil H. Tregurtha, of the Clerkenwell Public Libra 
has resigned to take a post in the Library Supply Co 


A NATIONAL TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 
FOR FIREMEN. 


Commander Wells, Chief of the L.C.C. Fire Department, 
before a Select Committee of the House of Commons advocated 
the establishment of a central school for the training of municipal 
firemen. He suggested that firemen from all parts of the country 
should be trained at a weekly cost to the local authority of £5 
per head, which would not however cover the whole cost of the 
school which would be £10,000 a year. The Committee deemed 
the suggestion worthy of consideration and asked for full details 
of the scheme. 


FIFTH SESSION—INAUGURAL MEETING 


By the kind invitation of Wynne E. Baxter, Esq., J.P., tl 
inaugural meeting of the fifth session will be held at his residence 
at Stoke Newington in October, when there will be on vi 
collection of early editions of the works of John Milton 


NOTICES. 


New Memsbers.—The following are elected members 
Senior: F. Robinson (/pswich) ; Juniors: Miss D. Broadhurst 
(Chorlton), Messrs. E. Bailey and A. Moir (South Shields); A 
A. R. Anderson (St. George, E.) 

The results of the ‘“‘ Greenwood (1899) Essays ”’ will probably 
appear in the October number. 

All communications as to the L.A.A., or as to this journal 
should be addressed to the Hon. Sec., Mr. B. L. Dyer, Old 
Brompton Road, S.W. 





